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Welcome to the 105th Annual AFR Convention! “New Directions” is 
the theme of our two-day convention.  The theme reflects not only the 
challenges that we as a company and organization have faced since the last 
convention but also new opportunities to create a roadmap of stabilization 
and future growth.

As your President, I work for you, the membership and policyholders, 
and I am honored to do so. This is ‘your’ American Farmers and Ranchers 
Mutual Insurance Company and ‘your’ OFU COOP Organization and I feel 
very strongly about that.

‘You’ will be determining our long-term direction during the business 
session for American Farmers & Ranchers on Friday afternoon with 
financial reports, officer reports, by-laws proposals and consideration of 
legislative policy.

Friday evening activities will consist of the Live PAC Auction featuring 
the winner of the Livestock Marketing Association’s “World Championship” 
Auctioneer contest.  The Auction will be followed by a short talk by each 
candidate as they are introduced.

Delegates are able to vote upon arrival but may want to wait before 
casting their vote until candidates speak on Friday evening.  Voting booths 
will be open as registration opens on Friday and until 10 p.m. Friday night—
also from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Saturday.

The Saturday sessions are devoted to educational speakers on state and 
national legislative issues, research and education, grain and beef prices 
projections, agriculture mediation, farm to school and oilseeds opportunities, 
and mineral and wind leasing. 

We conclude our activities on Saturday evening at the banquet by 
honoring long-time member and leader George W. Stone, hearing from 
Lt. Governor Jari Askins and enjoying the entertaining Oklahoma country 
music star Ty England. 

I hope you will participate in the silent auction which runs until noon on 
Saturday while you enjoy the convention and take away something that you 
can apply at home or in your business.  And, thank you for being an AFR 
member and insured!



American Farmers & Ranchers
Officers and Directors
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OFFICERS
President Terry Detrick, Ames
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9:30 a.m. 	 AFR Policy Committee 
		  Breakfast Meeting	
      		  Room 202	
					   
11:00 a.m.	 Registration, Voting Opens                       
		  Appaloosa Room
		
		  Ticket Sales Opens	
	 	 Gazebo Area	
	
	 	 Convention Office, PAC Opens                               
		  Room 403, 405

		  Agent Resource Room Opens	
       		  Allegheny Room

FIRST GENERAL SESSION
		  South Ballroom

1:30 p.m.	 Door Prizes
	
		  Invocation					   
         		 Braunell Richey, Chaplain
		
		  Pledge of Allegiance		       	
		  Maverick Squires, AFR Youth	
			 
1:45 p.m.  	 Call to Order	
		  2010 Annual Meeting of the 	
		  Oklahoma State Union of the 
		  Farmers Educational and
		  Cooperative Union of America, Inc.
		  Terry Detrick, President

Friday, February 12, 2010
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Friday, February 12, 2010

		  Call to Order 
		  2010 Annual Policyholders Meeting 
		  of the American Farmers & 
		  Ranchers Mutual Insurance 
		  Company, Inc.
		  Terry Detrick, 
		  President

		  Reading of Meeting Notices,                  
		  Convention Rules, Committees 
		  and Appointments               
		  Anita Poole, Parliamentarian

		  Credentials Committee Report                               
		  Bobby Green, Chairman 

		  Membership & Treasurer’s Report	
     		  Bobby Green, State Secretary
		
		  Financial Report                                    
       		  Chris Blevins, 
		  Chief Financial Officer 

		  President’s Report
		  Terry Detrick
		
		  Consideration and Adoption of 	
		  By-Laws 
     		  Terry Detrick
				  
		  Consideration and Adoption of 	
		  Policy             
		  James Kuhn, Chairman	



6

Friday, February 12, 2010

		  Recess the Business Session 
  
6:00 p.m.	 Convention Office, PAC Closes                               
		  Room 403, 405

		  Agent Resource Room Closes	
       		  Allegheny Room

7:00 p.m.	 Ticket Sales Closes	
	 	 Gazebo Area

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
		  South Ballroom

6:45 p.m.	 Entertainment
		  Braunell and Dorothy Richey
		  Paul Jackson

7:00 p.m.	 Memorial Service
		  Braunell Richey

7:15 p.m.	 “Live” & Silent PAC Auction 
 

	  Ty Thompson
		
   2009 World Livestock	
   Auctioneer Champion
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8:00 p.m.	 Youth Spotlight 
		
	 Chacey 
       Schoeppel
		
     2009 AFR State 	   	
     Speech Winner

“Who’s Behind Your 
Climb?”

8:10 p.m.	 Candidate Speeches

9:00 p.m.    Recess General Session 

9:30 p.m.	 Northwest Area Meeting		
		  Room 202

10:00 p.m.	 Registration and Voting 		
		  Closes for evening                          
		  Appaloosa Room    

Friday, February 12, 2010

Show up early for the
Saturday General Sessions 

for a chance to win
Cash 

door prizes!!
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7:00 a.m. 	 Doors Open for Agent’s 
		  Breakfast

7:15 a.m.	 AFRMIC Agent’s Recognition 	
		  Breakfast                       
		  North Ballroom
		  Sponsored by Willis Re Inc.
			        
8:00 a.m.	 Registration, Voting Opens                       
		  Appaloosa Room
		
		  Ticket Sales Opens	
	 	 Gazebo Area	
	
	 	 Convention Office, PAC Opens                               
		  Room 403, 405

		  Agent Resource Room Opens	
       		  Allegheny Room
		
		  Silent Auction Continues		
		  South Ballroom

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
		  South Ballroom

8:45 a.m. 	 Entertainment
		  Stan McConnell

		  Door Prizes    
		             	               	            
		  Invocation					   
         		 Braunell Richey, Chaplain

Saturday, February 13, 2010
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		  Pledge of Allegiance
		  Tara Burchfield, 
		  State FFA Reporter

9:00 a.m.	 Ag Leaders Remarks

	
    Terry Peach, Oklahoma 	
Secretary & Commissioner 

of Agriculture

			   	

Roger Johnson, 
National Farmers Union  
            President

	 			 

Dr. Bob Whitson, 
Vice President and Dean, 

Oklahoma State University, 
CASNR

9:45 a.m.  Oklahoma Legislative Outlook

		  Tommy Thomas and
		  Haley Atwood, AFR Lobbyists

Saturday, February 13, 2010
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	 Rep. Daniel Sullivan, 
R-Tulsa

	 	 		
				    	

Sen. Ron Justice, 
R-Chickasha

				    		

Rep. Dale Dewitt, 
R-Brahman

	 				  

10:30 a.m.	 Food Under Attack
	

Ron Hays,
Farm Broadcaster,
Radio Oklahoma 

Network

Saturday, February 13, 2010



Saturday, February 13, 2010
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U.S. Representative
Frank Lucas 

	 	  R-3rd District 
(invited)

	

U.S. Representative
Mary Fallin

R-5th District

Anita Poole, 
AFR General Counsel

	

11:15 a.m.	 Global Climate Change and the 
Implications for Oklahoma

Gary McManus, 
Associate State 

Climatologist, Oklahoma 
Climatological Survey

12:00 p.m.	 Recess Session                       



12

		
12:00 p.m.	 Ticket Sales Closes	
	 	 Gazebo Area	

		  Agent Resource Room Closes	
       		  Allegheny Room
		
		  Silent Auction Closes			 
		  South Ballroom

12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Luncheon                    	
		  North Ballroom 
		   

FOURTH GENERAL SESSION
		  South Ballroom

1:30 p.m. 	 Entertainment, Door Prizes    
	         
1:45 p.m.	 Market Headline News 
		  for Rural Oklahoma

	 Grain Prices Forecast
	 Kim Anderson, OSU

	

Beef Prices Forecast
      Darrell Peel, OSU		
					   

Saturday, February 13, 2010



Saturday, February 13, 2010
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Ag Mediation Program, 
Andrea Braeutigam

	

** Registration and Voting Booths 
		  Close at 2:00 p.m. **

				  

Grand Door Prize Sponsored by 
Farm Credit Services of Eastern 

Oklahoma, Farm Credit of Western 
Oklahoma, Chisholm Trail Farm Credit 

and P&K Equipment

John Deere Z245 Mower
Retail Value: $3,500

23 hp Zero Turn 
Radius Mower 
with 48” deck

You must be present at the drawing during the 
banquet to win! Entry box is located near

 Ticket Sales in the Gazebo Area.

Don’t Miss Out on the 
Grand Door Prize!



14

2:45 p.m.	 Announcement of Election 
		  Results & Complete Business
		
3:00 p.m.	 Recess Session
	
3:30 p.m.	 General Agriculture Session	        
		  Cumberland Room		
		   	 	
	 	 New Directions for Harvesting 	
		  our Resources		  	
			 
		  Farm To School Initiative 
		  Anita Poole, 
		  AFR General Counsel
			 
		  Opportunities & Progress 
		  Update with Oilseeds 
		  Gene Neuens,
		  Plains Oilseed/Producers 
		  Cooperative

	 Mineral Leasing 101 for the Layman	

	 	
Mason Mungle,
Farmers Royalty

	 Company

			 
	 Shannon Ferrell, 
	 Oklahoma State 
	 University

Saturday, February 14, 2009



Saturday, February 14, 2009

15

3:30 p.m.	 Agent’s Association Meeting		
	           Blue Ridge Room
		
6:00 p.m.	 Banquet VIP Reception		                      	
		  Royal Ballroom, Clarion 
		  Meridian Convention Center

6:30 p.m.	 Banquet Doors Open

7:00 p.m.	 AFR Convention Banquet		
     		  Majestic Ballroom, Clarion 
		  Meridian Convention Center

		  Welcome				  

		  Posting the Colors
		  Chickasha FFA Members
		
		  National Anthem		                                    	
		  Stan McConnell, OHP
			 
      		  Pledge of Allegiance			 
		  George W. Stone		

		  A Salute to George W. Stone		
					   

	     Remarks		      
   Oklahoma Lieutenant
   Governor Jari Askins
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		  Recognition of Larry Watkins

		  Recognition of AFR 
		  Scholarship Recipients			 

		  County Leadership 			 
		  Achievement Award

8:00 p.m.	 Entertainment
          

Ty England                                        

Sponsored by 
         Willis Re Inc.

9:30 p.m.	 Grand Door Prize Drawing		

		  Closing Prayer				  
		  Braunell Richey, Chaplain

		  Adjourn Convention

9:45 p.m.	 Receiving Line for
		  George W. Stone
		  Royal Ballroom, Clarion 
		  Meridian Convention Center

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
Willis Reinsurance, Inc.

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF 
THE 2010 AFR CONVENTION
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Biographies
Dr. Kim Anderson
Raised on a dairy and grain farm in Muskogee, Kim 
Anderson joined the agricultural economics faculty 
at Oklahoma State University in 1982 as a professor 
and crop marketing specialist.  He has more than 
1,100 publications and journal articles related to grain 
marketing, has discussed grain marketing on over 200 
agricultural-related television programs, over 1,600 
radio programs, and has made over 100 presentations 
at industry and professional meetings.  Anderson has 
directed research and grain marketing programs in the 
USSR and Turkey and has received over $1 million 
in research grants.  He is well known for his column, 
“Wheat Scoops,” published in the Southwest Farm 
Press, and for his “Soap Box” and “Market Analysis” 
features on his Web site.  He has won numerous awards 
for outstanding teaching and extension programs, and 
currently holds the title of Professor and Charles A. 
Breedlove Professor in Agribusiness in the Agricultural 
Economics Department, OSU.

Lt. Governor Jari Askins
Jari Askins was sworn in as Oklahoma’s 15th Lieutenant 
Governor in 2007, giving her the rare distinction of 
being involved in public service in all three branches 
of government. Askins received her BA in Journalism 
from the University of Oklahoma and earned a Juris 
Doctorate from the OU College of Law. Askins served 
as Special District Judge for the District Court of 
Stephens County for eight years. In 1991, the Governor 
appointed her to the Pardon and Parole Board, which 
elected her as its first woman Chairman. Askins was 
elected to the Oklahoma House of Representatives in 
1994 from District 50 (Stephens, Comanche and Cotton 
Counties) and served for twelve years. In her last term 
she earned the position of Democratic House Leader, 
becoming the first woman to lead a caucus in the 
Oklahoma Legislature. As Lieutenant Governor, Askins 
is President of the State Senate. She also serves on 
numerous boards and commissions and chairs the 
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission and 
the Oklahoma Film and Music Advisory Commission. 
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Biographies
Andrea Braeutigam, J.D., LL.M.
Andrea is the program manager of the Oklahoma 
Agriculture Mediation Program based in Stillwater.  Her 
credentials include Attorney-Mediator. B.A., University 
of Washington (1998), J.D. cum laude, Oklahoma 
City University School of Law (2002), LL.M. Dispute 
Resolution, University of Missouri-Columbia (2005). 
She has mediated and facilitated civil, commercial, and 
agricultural matters across Oklahoma. She is a member 
of the ABA Section of Dispute Resolution, Co-Chairs 
the Oklahoma Bar Section of Dispute Resolution and 
is a board member of the Oklahoma Academy for State 
Goals. 

Representative Dale DeWitt
Representative Dale DeWitt represents District 38 
which includes Garfield, Grant, Kay, Noble and Osage 
counties. He is the chairman of the Natural Resources 
and Regulatory Services Committee and is also in charge 
of the Subcommittees in Agriculture, Environment, 
Tourism and Wildlife as well as Rural Development. 
Before coming to the Legislature, he was an agriculture 
education instructor for many years as well as being a 
farmer-rancher. He holds degrees from both Northern 
Oklahoma College and Oklahoma State University and 
has been honored by numerous organizations for his 
leadership on agriculture and rural issues.

Ty England
There’s a breath of fresh country air blowing in from 
the plains of Oklahoma where Ty England is Alive & 
Well and Livin’ the Dream and making the best music 
of his career. Ty England, a singer and guitar player 
who hit the concert road with Garth Brooks, became 
an instant fan favorite. After several years on Garth’s 
history-making tour, Ty signed with RCA and made two 
albums, Ty England and Two Ways to Fall. His signature 
top-5 hit, “Should’ve Asked Her Faster” remains a hotly 
requested number, while Entertainment Weekly called 
his debut album “a remarkably poised performance” 
and gave it an “A” rating. When he moved to Capitol 
Records with Highways and Dancehalls, noted music 
critic Rich Kienzle pointed to Ty’s “traditional integrity” 
and called the record “magnificent.”
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Biographies
U.S. Representative Mary Fallin
Congresswoman Mary Fallin represents the Fifth 
District of Oklahoma, which includes most of Oklahoma 
County and all of Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties. 
This is her second term and she is the first woman to 
represent Oklahoma in Congress since 1920.    Fallin 
currently serves on the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, the Committee on Armed Services 
and the Committee on Small Business.  Fallin served 
as Oklahoma Lieutenant Governor from 1995 to 2006.  
She is a graduate of Tecumseh High School, attended 
Oklahoma Baptist University and holds a degree from 
Oklahoma State University.

Shannon Ferrell, J.D.
Shannon is an Assistant Professor in the OSU 
Department of Agricultural Economics where he 
teaches Agricultural Law and serves as an Extension 
Economist in the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service assisting Oklahoma landowners with energy 
issues.  Raised on a wheat and cattle operation near 
Leedey, Oklahoma, he obtained his Bachelors and 
Masters degrees in Agricultural Economics from OSU 
and obtained his Juris Doctorate from the Oklahoma 
City University School of Law. Ferrell spent a number 
of years in private practice focusing on environmental, 
energy and corporate law.  He served as president of 
the Oklahoma Renewable Energy Council in 2006 and 
helped establish the Hall Estill firm’s Renewable Energy 
Practice Group before joining OSU in the summer of 
2007.

Ron Hays
Ron Hays, Director of Farm Programming, Radio 
Oklahoma Network of Griffin Communications is in 
his fourth year with the Network.  He is the Dean of 
Farm Broadcasters in the South Central U.S. - and has 
been recognized for serving farmers and ranchers in 
Oklahoma and surrounding states for more than thirty 
five years. He is a past president and broadcaster of the 
year of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters 
and has won the prestigious Oscars in Agriculture three 
times along with being inducted into the Oklahoma 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame, the first full time farm 
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Ron Hays continued
broadcaster to receive that honor.  In addition to daily 
radio reports he also writes and sends a daily E-Mail 
that goes to some 2700 key agricultural leaders each 
morning and hosts a Saturday morning TV segment on 
KWTV. 

Roger Johnson
Roger Johnson was elected National Farmers Union 
president March, 2009.  Prior to leading the farm 
organization, Johnson, a third-generation family farmer 
from Turtle Lake, N.D., served as North Dakota Agriculture 
Commissioner, a position he was first elected to in 1996. 
While Commissioner, he served as president of the 
National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
(NASDA). As NASDA president, he played a key role in 
crafting the 2008 Farm Bill, pressing for a permanent 
disaster program, ending the ban on interstate shipment 
of state-inspected meat, the re-balancing of loan rates 
for program crops and farm-based renewable energy.  
Johnson grew up in Farmers Union, participating in 
the organization’s youth programs, serving as a county 
president and chairman of the board of a local Farmers 
Union cooperative. He graduated with a degree in 
agricultural economics.

Senator Ron Justice
Oklahoma State Senator Ron Justice was elected to 
office in 2004 for District 23 which represents Blaine, 
Caddo, Canadian and Grady Counties. Justice Chairs 
the Agriculture and Rural Development Committee 
and serves as Vice Chair for the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Natural Resources and Regulatory 
Services. He also serves on the Tourism and Wildlife and 
Transportation committees. He received his bachelor’s 
degree and Masters from Oklahoma State University. 
Justice is a retired OSU County Extension Agent.   
Active in his church, community and civic organizations 
and agriculture associations, few people exemplify a 
community leader like Senator Justice.

Biographies
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U.S. Representative Frank Lucas
Congressman Frank Lucas is a fifth generation 
Oklahoman whose family has lived and farmed in 
Oklahoma for over 100 years. Lucas graduated 
from Oklahoma State University with an Agricultural 
Economics degree.  First elected to the United States 
House of Representatives in a special election in 
1994, he is now serving his ninth term as a Member of 
Congress.  Prior to service in Congress, Lucas served 
in the Oklahoma Legislature.  He represents the Third 
Congressional District consisting of all or portions of 32 
counties in northern and western Oklahoma which is 
almost half of the state’s land mass and is one of the 
largest agricultural regions in the nation. Lucas serves as 
the Ranking Member of the House Agriculture Committee 
and previously served as Subcommittee chairman for 
conservation programs.  He and his family continue to 
actively farm and ranch in Roger Mills County. 

Gary McManus
Gary joined the Oklahoma Climatological Survey in 
May 1999 and currently serves as the Associate State 
Climatologist for Oklahoma. His tasks are focused on 
providing the citizens and decision-makers of Oklahoma 
with vital and timely weather information, as well as 
assessing the past weather conditions for the state. 
McManus is editor in chief of Oklahoma’s Monthly and 
Seasonal Climate Summaries, and was the lead author 
of OCS’ Statement on Climate Change. He has done 
extensive research cataloguing Oklahoma’s weather 
hazards. A native of Buffalo, Oklahoma, McManus 
earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Meteorology from 
the University of Oklahoma.

Mason Mungle
Mason Mungle became President of Farmers Royalty 
Company in July 2007.  Farmers Royalty Company was 
first established in 1929 as Farmers Union Cooperative 
Royalty Company that was comprised of participating 
mineral owners. Prior to this Mungle served as Director 
of Legislative Affairs for Oklahoma Farmers Union and 
Executive Director of the Oklahoma Conservation

Biographies
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Mason Mungle continued
Commission.  He continues a cow-calf operation in 
Atoka and was a past partner and co-owner of Mungle’s 
Guernsey Farm, a dairy which was in business for 70 
years.  He holds both bachelor and masters agriculture 
degrees from Oklahoma State University.

Gene Neuens
Gene is the Executive Director of Plains Oilseed 
Products Cooperative and Oilseed Field Representative 
for Producers Cooperative Oil Mill in Oklahoma City.  He 
studied Business Administration at the National College 
of Business in Rapid City, SD.  Neuens has served as the 
General Manager at several agricultural cooperatives.  
He is past president at the Oklahoma Agriculture Coop 
Council, is a registered Commodity broker and has 
been a grain merchandiser.  Neuens has worked with 
cooperatives in Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Texas 
and Colorado as a business consultant.

Secretary & Commissioner Terry Peach
Terry Peach is Oklahoma’s Secretary and Commissioner 
of Agriculture.  He also presides as the President of 
the State Board of Agriculture.  Governor Brad Henry 
appointed him in March 2003.  A third-generation farmer 
from Mooreland, Peach graduated from Oklahoma State 
University with a degree in agricultural education and later 
taught agriculture in Oklahoma classrooms.  For seven 
years, he served as Oklahoma executive director of the 
Farm Service Agency.  Peach has served as President 
of the Southern Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture and the Southern United States Trade 
Association.  He is currently Chairman of the Rural 
Development & Financial Security Policy Committee 
of the National Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture and of the Rural Development Tri-Lateral 
Working Groups of the Tri-National Agricultural Accord.  
He serves on the Oklahoma Center for Advancement 
of Science and Technology Board of Directors and the 
Board of Regents for Oklahoma State University and 
Oklahoma A & M Colleges.  Peach is a long-time member 
of American Farmers & Ranchers.  Peach continues to 
operate the family farm and ranch with his sons.

Biographies
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Dr. Derrell Peel
Derrell has served as the Extension Livestock Marketing 
Specialist since he came to Oklahoma State University 
in 1989.  He has B.S. and M.S. degrees from Montana 
State University and a Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.   
His main program areas at Oklahoma State University 
include livestock market outlook and marketing/risk 
management education for livestock producers.  Peel 
also works in the area of international livestock and meat 
trade with particular focus on Mexico and Canada and 
the North American livestock and meat industry.

Anita Poole, J.D., LL.M.
Anita Poole became AFR’s General Counsel in June, 
2009.  Poole received her J.D. and LL.M. in Agricultural 
Law from the University of Arkansas, and a B.A. in English 
from the University of Arkansas at Monticello. She has 
co-authored eight books on how environmental laws 
affect agriculture in various states and has published 
extensively on food safety issues.  Poole serves as the 
chairperson of the Oklahoma Food Policy Council, a 
member of the Cross Timbers RC&D Board of Directors, 
and was recently elected as Chairperson of Oklahoma 
Agriculture Mediation.  Poole worked with the National 
Farm to School Network as Midwest Regional Lead, 
assisting seven states with developing Farm to School 
programs based on the Oklahoma model that she helped 
create. She was appointed to the Oklahoma Confined 
Animal Feeding Operations Rule Advisory Committee by 
the state Board of Agriculture in 2009. Poole is licensed 
to practice law in Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Representative Dan Sullivan
Representative Dan Sullivan was first elected to 
the Oklahoma House of Representatives in 2004 to 
represent House District 71 of Tulsa.  During his first 
term in the legislature, he was selected to serve as 
the Majority Floor Leader.  Representative Sullivan 
was reelected in 2006 and 2008.  Sullivan serves as 
Chairman of the Economic Development and Financial 
Services Committee and is a member of Common 
Education, Judiciary and the Public Safety & Judiciary 
Appropriation & Budget Subcommittee.  Sullivan has  

Biographies
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Rep. Dan Sullivan continued
been involved with legislation dealing with lawsuit reform, 
public safety and water issues.  He continues to practice 
law in Tulsa primarily representing physicians in medical 
malpractice cases as well as other professionals and 
business litigation.

Ty Thompson
Ty is the 2009 World Livestock Auctioneer Champion 
which is hosted by the Livestock Marketing Association.  
He won the title last June in Fergus Falls, Minnesota.  
It was his 12th time in the contest, having been named 
reserve world champion twice before.  Ty was born 
in Lander, Wyoming, and has been around livestock 
auctions much of his life including his father a former 
owner of an auction where he continues his trade.  Ty 
graduated from auction school in Billings in 1992 and 
today he auctioneers regularly at the Public Auction 
Yards in Billings, manages the cattle sale at Billings 
Livestock Commission Co., sells at their horse sale and 
is a manager at Northern Livestock Video in Billings.

Dr. Robert Whitson
Dr. Whitson, Vice President of the Division of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources has been with 
Oklahoma State University since May 2005. He serves 
not only as vice president, but also as Dean of the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, 
Director of the Ag Experiment Station and Director of the 
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service.  Previously, 
Whitson served as Associate Vice Chancellor and 
Associate Dean of Agriculture and Life Sciences at 
Texas A&M University and Deputy Director of the Texas 
Ag Experiment Station. He also served as department 
head of Rangeland Ecology and Management during 
his tenure at Texas A&M as well as Interim Head of their 
Animal Science department.    
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